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a CHAPTER 1 


ae THE LAW OF OUR SPECIES 


: 


va 


I am not a visionary. I claim to be a praetical 
idealist. The religion of non-violence is not meant 
merely for the rishis and saints. It is meant for the 
common people as well. Non-violence is the law of our 
species as violence is the law of the brute. The spirit 
lies dormant in the brute and he knows no law but 
that of physical might. The dignity of man requires 
obedience to a higher law — to the strength of the 
spirit. 

I have therefore ventured to place before India 
the ancient law of self-sacrifice. For Satyagraha and 
its off-shoots, non-co-operation and civil resistance, 
are nothing but new names for the law of suffering. 
The rishis who discovered the law of non-violence in 
the midst of violence, were greater geniuses than New- 
ton. They were themselves greater warriors than 
Wellington. Having themselves known the use of arms, 
they realized their uselessness, and taught a weary 
- world that its salvation lay not through violence but 
through non-violence. 


Non-vyiolence in its dynamic condition means con- 
scious suffering. It does not mean meek submission to 
the will of the evil-doer, but it means the pitting of 
one’s whole soul against the will of the tyrant. Working 
under this law of our being, it is ‘possible for a single 
individual to defy the whole might of an unjust empire 
to save his honour, his religion (and) his soul. 

Young India, 11-8-1920 
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The non-violence of my conception is a more 
active and more real fighting against wickedness than 
retaliation whose very nature is to increase wickedness. 
I contemplate a mental, and therefore a moral, opposi- 
tion to immoralities. I seek entirely to blunt the edge 
of the tyrant’s sword, not by putting up against it a 
sharper-edged weapon, but by disappointing his expecta- 
tion that I would be offering physical resistance. The 
resistance of the soul that I should offer instead would 
elude him. It would at first dazzle him, andat last 
compel recognition from him, which recognition would 
not humiliate him but would uplift him. It may be 
urged that this again is an ideal state. And so it is. 
The propositions from which I have drawn my arguments 
are as true as Euclid’s definitions, which are none the 
less true, because in practice we are unable even to draw 
Euclid’s line on a blackboard. But even a geometrician 
finds it impossible to get on without bearing in mind 
Euclid’s definitions. Nor may we...dispense with the 
fundamental propositions on which the doctrine of 
Satyagraha is based. 

Young India, 8-10-1925 


Non-violence is not a cover for cowardice, but it 
is the supreme virtue of the brave. Exercise of non- 
violence requires far greater bravery than that of swords- 
manship. Cowardice is wholly inconsistent with non- 
violence. Translation from swordsmanship to non- 
violence is possible and, at times, even an easy stage. 
Non-violence, therefore, presupposes ability to strike. 
It is a conscious deliberate restraint put upon one’s 
desire for vengeance. But vengeance is any day superior 
to passive, effiminate and helpless submission. Forgive- 
ness is higher still. Vengeance too is weakness. The 
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vengeance comes out of fear of harm, imagina- 


Vire 
“Spor teal. A dog barks and bites when he fears. A man 


who fears no one on earth would consider it too trouble- 
some even to summon up anger against one who is 
vainly trying to injure him. The sun does not wreak 
vengeance upon little children who throw dust at him. 
They only harm themselves in the act. 

Young India, 12-8-1926 


1. Non-violence is the law of the human race and 
is infinitely greater than and superior to brute force. 


2. In the last resort it does not avail to those who 
do not possess a living faith in the God of Love. 


3. Non-violence affords the fullest protection to 
one’s self-respect and sense of honour, but not always 
to the possession of land or moveable property, though 
its habitual practice does prove a better bulwark than 
the possession of armed men to defend them. Non- 
violence, in the very nature of things, is of no assistance 
in the defence of ill-gotten gains and immoral acts. 

4. Individuals or nations who would practise non- 
violence must be prepared to sacrifice (a nation to the 
last man) their all, except honour. It is, therefore, 
inconsistent with the possession of other people’s 
countries i.e., modern imperialism, which is frankly 
based on force for its defence. 


5. Non-violence is a power which can be wielded 
equally by all — children, young men and women or 
grown-up people, provided they have a living faith in 
the God of Love and have therefore equal love for all 
mankind. When non-violence is accepted as the law 
of life it must pervade the whole being and not be 
applied to isolated acts. 
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6. It is a profound error to suppose that whilst 
the law is good enough for individuals it is not for the 
masses of mankind. 


Harijan, 5-9-1936 


I have been practising with scientific precision 
non-violence and its possibilities for an unbroken period 
of over fifty years. I have applied it in every walk of 
life, domestic, institutional, economic and political. 
I know of no single case in which it has failed. Where 
it has seemed sometimes to have failed, I have ascribed 
it to my imperfections. I claim no perfection for myself. 
But I do claim to be a passionate seeker after Truth, 
which is but another name for God. In the course of 
that search the discovery of non-violence came to me. 
Its spread is my life mission. I have no interest in living 
except for the prosecution of that mission. 

Harijan, 6-7-1940 


There is no hope for the aching world except 
through the narrow and straight path of non-violence. 
Millions like me may fail to prove the truth in their 
own lives, that would be their failure, never of the 
eternal law. 


Hariian, 29-6-1947 
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THE LAW OF LOVE 


Brute force has been the ruling factor in the world 
for thousands of years, and mankind has been reaping 
its bitter harvest all along, as he who runs may read. 
There is little hope of anything good coming out of 
it in the future. If light can come out of darkness; Whee 
alone can love emerge from hatred. 


Satyagraha in South Africa, p. 188, Edn. 1950 


The force of love is the same as the force of the 
soul or truth. We have evidence of its working at every 
step. The universe would disappear without the existence 
of that force.... Thousands, indeed tens of thousands, 
depend for their existence on a very active working of 
this force. Little quarrels of millions of families in their 
daily lives disappear before the exercise of this force. 
Hundreds of nations live in peace. History does not 
and cannot take note of this fact. History is really a 
record of every interruption of the even working of the 
force of love or of the soul. Two brothers quarrel; one 
of them repents and reawakens the love that was lying 
dormant in him; the two again begin to live in peace; 
nobody takes note of this. But if the two brothers, through 
the intervention of solicitors or some other reason, take 
up arms or go to law — which is another form of the 
exhibition of brute force, — their doings would be 
immediately noticed in the press, they would be the 
talk of their neighbours and would probably go down 
to history. And what is true of families and communities 
is true of nations. There is no reason to believe that 
there is one law for families and another for nations. 
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History, then, is a record of an interruption of the course 
of nature. Soul-force, being natural, is not noted in 
history. 
Hind Swaraj, chapter xvii, pp. 77-79, Edn. 1958 

I believe that the sum total of the energy of man- 
kind is not to bring us down but to lift us up, and that 
is the result of the definite, if unconscious, working of 
the law of love. The fact that mankind persists shows 
that the cohesive force is greater than the disruptive 
force, centripetal force greater than centrifugal. 

Young India, 12-11-1931 

All the teachers that ever lived have preached 
that law with more or less vigour. If love was not the 
law of life, life would not have persisted in the midst 
of death. Life is a perpetual triumph over the grave. 
If there is a fundamental distinction between man 
and beast, it is the former’s progressive recognition of 
the law and its applicationin practice to his own personal 
life, All the saints of the world, ancient and modern, 
were each according to his light and capacity a living 
illustration of that Supreme Law of our being. That 
the brute in us seems so often to gain an easy triumph 
is true enough. That, however, does not disprove the law. 
It shows the difficulty of practice. How should it be 
otherwise with a law which is as high as truth itself ? 
When the practice of the law becomes universal, God 
will reign on earth as He does in Heaven. I need not be 
reminded that earth and Heaven are in us. We know 
the earth, we are strangers to the Heayen within us. 
If it is allowed that for some the practice of love is 
possible, it is arrogance not to allow even the possibility 
ofits practice in all the others. Not very remote ances- 
tors of ours indulged in cannibalism and many other 
practices which we would today call loathsome. No 
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doubt in those days too there were Dick Sheppards 
who must have been laughed at and possibly pilloried 
for preaching the (to them) strange doctrine of refus- 
ing to eat fellow men. 

Harijan, 26-9-1936 


History is a record of perpetual wars, but we are 
trying to make new history, and I say this as I represent 
the national mind so far as non-violence is concerned. 
I have reasoned out the doctrine of the sword, I have 
worked out its possibilities and come to the conclusion 
that man’s destiny is to replace the law of the jungle with 
the law of conscious love. 

Harijan, 3-7-1937 


CHAPTER 3 
PEACE ON EARTH 


Not to believe in the possibility of permanent peace 
is to disbelieve in the Godliness of human nature. 
Methods hereto adopted have failed because rock-bottom 
sincerity on the part of those who have striven has been 
lacking. Not that they have realized this lack. Peace 
is unattained by part performance of conditions, even 
as a chemical combination is impossible without complete 
fulfilment of the conditions of the attainment thereof. 
If the recognized leaders of mankind who have the 
control over the engines of destruction were wholly to 
renounce their use, with full knowledge of its implica- 
tions, permanent peace can be obtained. This is clearly 
impossible without the Great Powers of the earth 
renouncing their imperialistic designs. This again 
seems impossible without the great nations ceasing to 
believe in soul-destroying competition and to desire 
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to multiply wants and, therefore, increase their material 
possessions, It is my conviction that the root of the 
evil is want of a living faith in a living God. It is a first 
class human tragedy that the peoples of the earth who 
claim to believe in the message of Jesus, whom they 
describe as the Prince of Peace, show little of the belief 
in actual practice... .I have been taught from my 
childhood and I have tested the truth by experience 
that the primary virtues of mankind are possible of 
cultivation by the meanest of the human species. It is 


this undoubted universal possibility that distinguishes 


the humans from the rest of God’s creation, If even 
one nation were unconditionally to perform the supreme 
act of renunciation many of us would see in our lifetime 
visible peace established on earth. 
Harijan, 16-5-1936 

It is open to the Great Powers to take it (non- 
violence) up any day and cover themselyes with glory and 
earn the eternal gratitude of posterity. If they or any 
of them could shed the fear of destruction, if they 
disarmed themselves, they will automatically help the 
rest to regain their sanity. But then these Great Powers 
have to give up imperialistic ambitions and exploita- 
tion of the so-called uncivilized or semi-civilized nations* 
of the earth and revise their mode of life. It means a 
complete revolution. Great nations can hardly be 
expected in the ordinary course to move spontaneously 
in a direction the reverse of the one they have followed 
and, according to their notion of value, from victory 
to victory. But miracles have happened before and 
may happen even in this very prosaic age. Who can 
dare limit God’s power of undoing wrong ? One thing 
is certain. If the mad race for armaments continues, 
it is bound to result in a slaughter such as has never 
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occurred in history. If there is a victor left, the very 
victory will be a living death for the nation that emerges 
victorious. There is no escape from the impending 
doom save through a bold and unconditional acceptance 
of the non-violent method with all its glorious impli- 
cations. Democracy and violence can ill go together. 
The States that are today nominally demorcratic have 
either to become frankly totalitarian, or if they are to 
become truly democratic, they must become courage- 
ously non-violent. It is a blasphemy to say that non- 
violence can only be practised by individuals and never 
by nations which are composed of individuals. 
Harijan, 12-11-1938 

It would be found that before general disarmament 
in Europe commences, as it must some day, unless 
Europe is to commit suicide, some nation will have to 
dare to disarm herself and take large risks. The level 
of non-violence in that nation, if that event happily 
comes to pass, will naturally have risen so high as to 
command universal respect. Her judgments will be 
unerring, her decisions will be firm, her capacity for 
heroic self-sacrifice will be great, and she will want 
to live as much for the other nations as for herself. 

Young India, 8-10-1925 


CHAPTER 4 
WORLD FEDERATION 


Isolated independence is not the goal of the world 
States. It is voluntary interdependence. 
Young India, 17-7-1924 


The better mind of the world desires today not 
absolutely independent States warring one against another 
but a federation of friendly interdependent States. 
The consummation of that event may be far off. I want 
to make no grand claim for our country. But I see 
nothing grand or impossible about our expressing our 


readiness for universal interdependence rather than 
independence. 


Young India, 26-12-1924 


There is no limit to extending our services to our 
neighbours across State-made frontiers. God never made 
those frontiers. 


Young India, 31-12-1931 


The aspiration for independence is the aspiration 
that fires all nations in Europe. But that independence 


does not exclude voluntary partnership. Imperialistic 
ambition is inconsistent with partnership. 
Harijan, 3-7-1937 
The structure of a world federation can be raised 
only on a foundation of non-violence, and violence 
will have to be totally given up in world affairs. 
Gandhiji’s Correspondence with Government, p. 175, Edn. 1945. 
Today defence of citizenship is a defence of national 
commerce, i.€., exploitation. That exploitation presup- 
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poses the use of force for imposing commerce upon 
an unwilling people. Nations have, in a sense, therefore 
almost become gangs of robbers, whereas they should be 
a peaceful combination of men and women united for 
the common good of mankind. In the latter case, their 
strength will lie not in their skill in the use of gunpowder, 
but in the possession of superior moral fibre. 
Young India, 21-10-1926 


r CHAPTER 5 
RESISTANCE TO . AGGRESSION 


Q. How could a disarmed neutral country (like 
Switzerland) allow other nations to be destroyed? But 
for our army which was waiting ready at our frontier 
during the last war we should have been ruined. 


A, At the risk of being considered a visionary or 
a fool I must answer this question in the only manner 
I know. It would be cowardly of a neutral country to 
allow an army to devastate a neighbouring country. 
But there are two ways in common between soldiers 
of war and soldiers of non-violence, and if I had been 
a citizen of Switzerland and a President of the Federal 
State, what I would have done would be to refuse passage 
to the invading army by refusing all supplies. Secondly, 
by re-enacting a Thermopylae in Switzerland, you 
would have presented a living wall of men and women 
and children, and inviting the invaders to walk over 
your corpses. You may say that such a thing is beyond 
human experience and endurance. I say that it is not so. 
It was quite possible. Last year in Gujarat women stood 
lathi charges unflinchingly and in Peshawar thousands 
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stood hails of bullets without resorting to violence. 
Imagine these men and women staying in front of an 
army Tequiring a safe passage to another country. The 
army would be brutal enough to walk over them, you 
might say. I would then say, you will still have done 
your duty by allowing yourself to be annihilated. An 
army that dares to pass over the corpses of innocent 
men and women would not be able to repeat that experi- 
ment. You may, if you wish, refuse to believe in such 
courage on the part of the masses of men and women, 
but then you would have to admit that non-violence is 
made of sterner stuff. It was never conceived as a 
weapon of the weak, but of the stoutest hearts. 
Young India, 31-12-1931 


Whilst all violence is bad and must be condemned 
in the abstract, it is permissible for, it is even the duty 
of, a believer in ahimsa to distinguish between the 
aggressor and the defender. Having done so, he will 
side with the defender ina non-violent manner, i.c. 
give his life in saving him. His intervention is likely 
to bring a speedier end to the duel, and may even result 
in bringing about peace between the combatants. 

Harijan, 21-10-1939 

If war is itself a wrong act, how can it be worthy of 
moral support or blessings? I believe all war to be 
wholly wrong. But if we scrutinize the motives of two 
warring parties, we may find one to be in the right and 
the other in the wrong. For instance, if A wishes to 
seize B’s country, B is obviously the wronged one. Both 
fight with arms. I do not believe in violent warfare, 
but all. the same, B, whose cause is just, deserves my 
moral help and blessings. 


Harijan, 18-8- 1940 
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The critic might retort that then I would be helping 
the Allies and thereby taking part in violence. The 
retort would be reasonable but for the fact that the 
additional help that Britain would gain from the Congress 
would be purely moral. The Congress would contri- 
bute neither men nor money. The moral influence 
would be used on the side of peace. I have already 
said in these columns that my non-violence does recog- 
nize different species of violence —defensive and 
offensive. It is true that in the long run the difference 
is obliterated, but the initial merit persists. A non-violent 
person is bound, when the occasion arises, to say which 
side is just. Thus I wished success to the Abyssinians, 
the Spaniards, the Czechs, the Chinese and the Poles, 
though in each case I wished that they could have offered 
non-violent resistance. In the present case, if the Congress 
could justify the British case on the high ground profes- 
sed by Mr. Chamberlain, India declared free would 
throw in her whole moral weight on the side of peace. 
The part I am playing is, in my opinion, strictly non- 
violent. 

Harijan, 9-12-1939 


CHAPTER 6 
NON-VIOLENT ARMY 


A non-violent army acts unlike armed men, as well 
in times of peace as of disturbances. They would be con- 
stantly engaged in constructive activities that make 
riots impossible. Theirs will be the duty of seeking 
occasions for bringing warring communities together, 
carrying on peace propaganda, engaging in activities 
that would bring and keep them in touch with every 
single person, male and female, adult and child, in 
their parish or division. Such an army should be ready 
to cope with any emergency, and in order to still the 
frenzy of mobs should risk their lives in numbers suffi- 
cient for the purpose. A few hundred, maybe a few 
thousand, such spotless deaths will once for all put an 
end to the riots. Surely a few hundred young men 
and women giving themselves deliberately to mob fury 
will be any day a cheap and braver method of dealing 


with such madness than the display and use of the police 
and the military, 
Harijan, 26-3-1938 


Q. In this ideal State (there is no doubt that it 
is ideal) how can one be sure that outside aggression 
can be avoided ? If the St 


ate has no modern army 
with modern weapons which are the product of the 
machine age, 


an invading army with modern weapons 
could overrun the country and subject the inhabitants 
to slavery. 

A. The questioner, who claims to have read and 
reread my article carefully and says he has liked it and 
is a military man, has evidently missed the central point 
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of my article, viz., that however small a nation or even 
a group may be, it is able, even as the individual, provi- 
ded that it has one mind as also the will and the grit, 
to defend its honour and self-respect against a whole 
world in arms. Therein consists the matchless strength 
and beauty of the unarmed. That is non-violent defence 
which neither knows nor accepts defeat at any stage. 
Therefore, a nation or a group which has made non- 
violence its final policy, cannot be subjected to slavery 
even by the atom bomb. 


Harijan, 18-8-1946 


Q. Is it possible for a modern State (which is essen- 
tially based on force) to offer non-violent resistance for 
counteringinternal as well as external forces of disorder ? 


A. It is not possible for a modern State based! on 
force, non-violently to resist forces of disorder, whether 
external or internal. A man cannot serve God and 
Mammon, nor be ‘temperate and furious’ at the same 
time. 

Q. Does not the knowledge that the opponent is 
wedded to non-violence often encourage the bully ? 


A. The bully has his opportunity when he has to 
face non-violence of the weak. Non-violence of the strong 
is any day stronger than that of the bravest soldier 
fully armed or a whole host. 

Q, Is not non-violent resistance by the militarily 
strong more effective than that by the militarily weak? 

A. This is a contradiction in terms. There can be 
no non-violence offered by the militarily strong. Thus, 
Russia in order to express non-violence has to discard 
all her power of doing violence. What is true is that if 
those, who were at one time strong in armed might, 
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change their mind, they will be better able to demon- 
strate their non-violence to the world and, therefore, 
also to their opponents. 


Harijan, 12-5-1946 


‘Scorched Earth’ Policy 


I see neither bravery nor sacrifice in destroying 
life or property for offence or defence. I would far rather 
leave, if I must, my crops and homestead for the enemy 
to use than destroy them for the sake of preventing their 
use by him. There is reason, sacrifice and even bravery 
in so leaving my homestead and crops, if I do so not 
out of fear but because I refuse to regard anyone as my 
enemy — that is, out of a humanitarian motive. 

Harijan, 22-3-1942 


There is no bravery in my poisoning my well or 
filling it in so that my brother who is at war with me 
may not use the water. Let us assume that I am fighting 
him in the orthodox manner. Nor is there sacrifice in 
it for it does not purify me, and sacrifice, as its root 
meaning implies, presupposes purity. Such destruction 
may be likened to cutting one’s nose to spite one’s face. 
Warriors of old had wholesome laws of war. Among 
the excluded things were poisoning wells and destroy- 
ing food crops. But I do claim that there are bravery 
and sacrifice in my leaving my wells, crops and home- 
stead intact, bravery in that I deliberately run the 
risk of the enemy feeding himself at my expense and 
pursuing me, and sacrifice in that the sentiment of leav- 
ing something for the enemy purifies and ennobles me. 

Harijan, 12-4-1942 


CHAPTER 7 
GANGSTERISM BETWEEN NATIONS 


What to do with ‘ gangster’ nations, if I may use 
the expression frequently used ? There was individual 
gangsterism in America. It has been put down by strong 
police measures both local and national. Could not 
we do something similar for gangsterism between nations, 
as instanced in Manchuria —the nefarious use of the 
opium poison, in Abyssinia, in Spain, in the sudden 
seizure of Austria, and then the case of Czechoslovakia? 

If the best minds of the world have not imbibed 
the spirit of non-violence, they would have to meet 
gangsterism in the orthodox way. But that would only 
show. that we have not got far beyond the law of the 
jungle, that we have not yet learnt to appreciate the 
heritage that God has given us, that in spite of the teach- 
ing of Christianity which is 1900 years old and of Hindu- 
ism and Buddhism which are older, and even of Islam (if 
Ihave read it aright), we have not made much headway 
as human beings. But whilst I would understand the 
use of force by those who have not the spirit of non- 
violence in them, I would have those who know non- 
violence to throw their whole weight in demonstrating 
that even gangsterism has to be met by non-violence. 
For, ultimately, force, however justifiably used, will lead 
us into the same morass as the force of Hitler and Mus- 
solini. There will be just a difference of degree. Youand 
I who believe in non-violence must use it at the critical 
y not despair of touching the hearts 
even if, for the moment, we may 
heads against a blind wall. 


moment. We ma 
even of gangsters, 
seem to be striking our 

Harijan, 10-12-1938 
19 
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When the position is examined in terms of non- 
violence, I must say it is unbecoming ofa great nation 
of 400 millions, a nation as cultured as China, to repel 
Japanese aggression by resorting to Japan’s own methods. 
If the Chinese had non-violence of my conception, 
there would be no use left for the latest machinery for 
destruction which Japan possesses. The Chinese would 
say to Japan, ‘Bring all your machinery, we present 
half of our population to you. But the remaining 
200 millions won’t bend their knee to you.’ If the Chinese 
did that, Japan would become China’s slave. 

Harijan, 24-12-1938 


For the Poles to stand valiantly against the German 
hordes vastly superior in numbers, military equipment 
and strength, was almost non-violence. I should not 
mind repeating that statement over and over` again. 
You must give its full value to the word ‘almost’. But 
we are 400 millions here. If we were to organize a big 
army and prepare ourselves to fight foreign aggression, 
how could we by any stretch of imagination call our- 
selves almost non-violent, let alone non-violent? The 
Poles were unprepared for the Way in which the enemy 
swooped down upon them. When we talk of armed 
preparation, we contemplate preparation to meet any 
violent combination with our superior violence. If 
India ever prepared herself that way, she would consti- 
tute the greatest menace to world peace. For, if we take 
that path, we will also have to choose the path of 
exploitation like the European nations, 

Harijan, 25-8-1940 
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CHAPTER 8 
TRAINING FOR NON-VIOLENCE 


How are we to train individuals or communities 
in this difficult art? 

There is no royal road, except through living the 
creed in your life which must be a living sermon. Of 
course, the expression in one’s own life presupposes 
great study, tremendous perseverance, and thorough 
cleansing of one’s self of all the impurities. If for master- 
ing of the physical sciences you have to devote a whole 
lifetime, how many lifetimes may be needed for mastering 
the greatest spiritual force that mankind has known? 
But why worry even if it means several lifetimes? For, 
if this is the only permanent thing in life, if this is the 
only thing that counts, then whatever effort you bestow 
on mastering it is well spent. Seek ye first the Kingdom 
of Heaven and everything else shall be added unto you. 
The Kingdom of Heaven is ahimsa. 

Harijan, 14-3-1936 

Arms are surely unnecessary for a training in 
ahimsa. In fact the arms, if any, have to be thrown away, 
as the Khansaheb did in the Frontier Province. Those 
who hold that it is essential to learn violence before we 


can learn non-violence, would hold that only sinners 


can þe saints. eros r 
Just as one must learn the art of killing in the train- 


ing for violence, so one must learn the art of dying in 
the training for non-violence. Violence does not mean 
emancipation from fear, but discovering the means 
of combating the cause of fear. Non-violence, on the 
other hand, has no cause for fear. 
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non-violence has to cultivate the capacity for sacrifice of 
the highest type in order to be free from fear. He recks 
not if he should lose his land, his wealth, his life. He 
who has not overcome all fear cannot practise ahimsa 
to perfection. The votary of ahimsa has only one fear, 
that is of God. He who seeks refuge in God ought to 
have a glimpse of the Atman that transcends the body; 
and the moment one has a glimpse of the Imperishable 
Aiman one sheds the love of the perishable body. Train- 
ing in non-violence is thus diametrically opposed to 
training in violence. Violence is needed for the protec- 
tion of things external, non-violence is needed for the 
protection of the Atman, for the protection of one’s 
honour. 

This non-violence cannot be learnt by staying at 
home. It needs enterprise. In order to test ourselves 
we should learn to dare danger and death, mortify the 
flesh, and acquire the capacity to endure all manner 
of hardships. He who trembles or takes to his 
heels the moment he sees two people fighting is not 
non-violent, but a coward. A non-violent person will 
lay down his life in preventing such quarrels. The 
bravery of the non-violent is vastly superior to that of 
the violent. The badge of the violent is his weapon 


— spear, or sword, or rifle. God is the shield of the 
non-violent. 


This is not a course of trainin 
learn non-violence. But it is easy t 
principles I have laid down. 

Harijan, 1-9-1940 


g for one intending to 
o evolve one from the 


CHAPTER 9 
NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE 


An Advice to President Benes 
[When, following the infamous betrayal of Czecho- 
slovakia at Munich by Great Britain and France, Hitler’s 
Nazi hordes poured into and occupied that hapless country 
in the latter half of -1938, Gandhiji wrote as follows in 
Harijan under the caption “If I were a Czech” :] 

If I have called the arrangement with Herr Hitler 
‘peace without henour’, it was not to cast any reflection 
on British or French statesmen. I have no doubt that 
Mr. Chamberlain could not think of anything better. 
He knew his nation’s limitations. He wanted to avoid 
war, ifit could be avoided at all. Short of going to war, 
he pulled his full weight in favour of the Czechs. That 
it could not save honour was no fault of his. It would 
be so every time there is a struggle with Herr Hitler or 
Signor Mussolini. 

It cannot be otherwise. Democracy dreads to spill 
blood. The philosophy for which the two dictators stand 
calls it cowardice to shrink from carnage. They exhaust 
the resources of poetic art in order to glorify organized 
murder. There is no humbug about their word or deed. 
They are ever ready for war. There is nobody in 
Germany or Italy to cross their path. Their word is law. 

Itis different with Mr. Chamberlain or M. Daladier. 
They have their Parliaments and Chambers to please. 
They have parties to confer with. They cannot maintain 
themselves on a perpetual war footing, if their language 
is to have a democratic accent about it. 

Science of war leads one to dictatorship, pure and 
simple. Science of non-violence can alone lead one to 
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pure democracy. England, France and America have 
to make. their choice. That is the challenge of the two 
dictators. 


Russia is out of the picture just now. Russia has a 
dictator who dreams of peace and thinks he will wade 
to it through a sea of blood. No one can say what Russian 
dictatorship will mean to the world. 


It was necessary to give this introduction to what 
I want to say to the Czechs and through them to all 
those nationalities which are called ‘small’ or ‘weak’. I 
want to speak to the Czechs, because their plight moved 
me to the point of physical and mental distress and I 
felt that it would be cowardice on my part not to share 
with them the thoughts that were welling up within me. 
It is clear that the small nations must either come or 
be ready to come under the protection of the dictators 
or be a constant menace to the peace of Europe. In 
spite of all the goodwill in the world England and France 
cannot save them. Their intervention can only mean 
bloodshed and destruction such as has never been seen 
before. If I were a Czech, therefore, I would free these 
two nations from the obligation to defend my country. 
And yet I must live. I would not be a vassal to any 
nation or body. I must have absolute independence or 
perish. To seek to win in a clash of arms would be 
pure bravado. Not so, if in defying the might of one 
who would deprive me of my independence I refuse to 
obey his will and perish unarmed in the attempt. In 
so doing, though I lose the body, I save my soul, i.c., 
my honour. 


This inglorious peace should be my opportunity. 
I must live down the humiliation and gain real inde- 
pendence, 
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But, says a comforter, “Hitler knows no pity. Your 
spiritual effort will avail nothing before him.” 

My answer is, “You may be right. History has no 
record of a nation having adopted non-violent resistance. 
If Hitler is unaffected by my suffering, it does not matter, 
For I shall have lost nothing worth. My honour is the 
only thing worth preserving. That is independent of 
Hitler’s pity. But as a believer in non-violence, I may 
not limit its possibilities. Hitherto he and his likes have 
built upon their invariable experience that men yield 
to force. Unarmed men, women and children offering 
non-violent resistance without any bitterness in them 
will be a novel experience for them. Who can dare say 
that it is not in their nature to respond to the higher 
and finer forces ? They have the same soul that I have.” 

But says another comforter, “What you say is all 
right for you. But how do you expect your people to 
respond to the novel call ? They are trained to fight. 
In personal bravery they are second to none in the world. 
For you now to ask them to throw away their arms and 
be trained for non-violent resistance, seems to me to be 


a vain attempt.” 
“You may be mig! 
answer. I must deliver my 
humiliation has sunk too deep 
an outlet. I, at least, must act UP 


dawned on me.” i f 
This is how I should, I believe, act if I was a 


Czech. When I first launched out on Satyagraha, I had 
no companion. We were thirteen thousand men, women 
and children against & whole nation, capable of crushing 
the existence out of us. I did not know who would listen 
to me. It all came as in a flash. All the 13,000 did not 
fight. Many fell back. But the honour of the nation 


ht. But I have a call I must 
message to my people. This 
in me to remain without 
to the light that has 
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was saved. New history was written by the South African 
Satyagraha. . 

A more apposite instance, perhaps, is that of Khan 
Saheb Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the servant of God, as he 
calls himself, the pride of Afghans as the Pathans delight 
to call him. He is sitting in front of me as I pen these 
lines. He has made several thousand of his people throw 
down their arms. He thinks he has imbibed the lesson 
of non-violence. He is not sure of his people. I have 
come to the Frontier Province, or rather he has brought 
me, to see with my own eyes what his men here are 
doing. I can say in advance and at once that these men 
know very little of non-violence. All the treasure they 
have on carth is their faith in their leader. I do not 
cite these soldiers of peace as at all a finished illustration. 
I cite them as an honest attempt being made by a 
soldier to convert fellow soldiers to the ways of peace. 
I can testify that it is an honest attempt, and whether 
in the end it succeeds or fails, it will have its lessons for 
Satyagrahis of the future. My purpose will be fulfilled, 
if I succeed in reaching these men’s hearts and making 
them see that, if their non-violence does not make them 
feel much braver than the Possession of arms and the 
ability to use them, they must give up their non-violence, 
which is another name for cowardice, and resume their 
arms which there is nothing but their own will to prevent 
them from taking back. 

I present Dr. Benes with a weapon not of the weak 
but of the brave. There is no bravery greater than a 
resolute refusal to bend the knee to an earthly power, 
no matter how great, and that without bitterness of spirit 
and in the fullness of faith that the spirit alone lives, 
nothing else does. 

Harijan, 15-10-1938 


Pm 
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The Khudai Khidmatgar’s Pledge 
y The following is a free translation of the pledge 
which every Khudai Khidmatgar signs before enrolment: 

In the presence of God I solemnly affirm that : 

1. I hereby honestly and sincerely offer myself for 
enrolment as a Khudai Khidmatgar. 

2. I shall be ever ready to sacrifice personal com- 
fort, property and even life itself to serve the nation and 
for the attainment of my country’s freedom. 

3. I shall not participate in factions, nor pick up 
a quarrel with or bear enmity towards anybody. I shall 
always protect the oppressed against the tyranny of the 
oppressor. 

4. I shall not become member of any other organi- 
zation, and shall not furnish security or tender apology 
in the course of the non-violent fight. 

5. I shall always obey every legitimate order of 
my superior officers. 

6. I shall always live up to the principle of non- 
violence. 

7. I shall serve all humanity equally. The chief 
objects of my life shall be attainment of complete inde- 
pendence and religious freedom. 

8. I shall always observe tru 


my actions. l i 
9. I shall expect no remuneration for my services. 


10. All my services shall be dedicated to God; they 
shall not be for attainment of rank or for show. 
Harijan, 15-10-1938 
Violence v. Cowardice 
My non-violence does 
from danger and leaving 
tween violence and cowardl 
Violence to cowardice. I can no more p 


th and purity in all 


not admit of running away 
dear ones unprotected. Be- 
y flight, I can only prefer 
reach non- 
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violence to a coward than I can: tempt a blind man to 
enjoy healthy scenes. Non-violence is the summit of 
bravery. And in my own experience, I have had no 
difficulty in demonstrating to men trained in the school 
of violence the superiority of non-violence. As a coward, 
which I was for years, I harboured violence. I began to 
prize non-violence only when I began to shed cowardice. 
Those Hindus who ran away from the post of duty when 
it was attended with danger did so. not because they 
were non-violent, or because they were afraid to strike, 
but because they were unwilling to die or even suffer 
an injury. A rabit that runs away from the bull terrier 
is not particularly non-violent. The poor thing trembles 
at the sight of the terrier and runs for very life. 
Young India, 29-5-1924 


CHAPTER 10 
THE TECHNIQUE OF SATYAGRAHA 
Not to yield your soul to the conqueror means that 


you will refuse to do that which your conscience forbids 
you to do. Suppose the ‘enem 


of greed and honeyed 
s happening daily in our social life. 
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A weak-minded man can never be a Satyagrahi. The 
latter’s ‘no’ is invariably a ‘no’ and his ‘yes’ an eternal 
‘yes’. Such a man alone has the strength to be a devotee 
of truth and ahimsa. But here one must know the 
difference between steadfastness and obstinacy. If after 
having said ‘yes’ or ‘no’ one finds out that the decision 
was wrong and in spite of that knowledge clings to it, 
that is obstinacy and folly. It is necessary to think things 
out carefully and thoroughly before coming. to any 
decision, 

The meaning of refusal to own allegiance is clear. 
You will not bow to the supremacy of the victor, you 
will not help him to attain his object. Herr Hitler has 
never dreamt of possessing Britain. He wants the British 
to admit defeat. The victor can then demand anything 
he likes from the vanquished, and the latter has perforce 
to yield. But if defeat is not admitted, the enemy will 
fight until he has killed his opponent. A Satyagrahi, 
however, is dead to his body even before the enemy 
attempts to kill him, i.e., he is free from attachment to 
his body and only lives in the victory of the soul. There- 
fore, when he is already thus dead, why should he yearn 
to kill anyone ? To die in the act of killing is in essence 
to die defeated. Because, if the enemy is unable to get 
what he wants from you alive, he will decide to get it 
after killing you. If, on the other hand, he realizes that 
you haye not the remotest thought in your mind of rais- 
ing your hand against him even for the sake of your life, 
he will lack the zest to kill you. Every hunter has had 
this experience. No one has ever heard of anyone hunt- 


ing cows. 
Harijan, 18-8-1940 


CHAPTER 11 
THE ATOM BOMB 


There have been cataclysmic changes in the world. 
Do I still adhere to my faith in truth and non-violence? 
Has not the atom bomb exploded that faith ? Not only 
has it not done so but it has clearly demonstrated to me 
that the twins constitute the mightiest force in the world. 
Before it the atom bomb is of no effect. The two opposing 
forces are wholly different in kind, the one moral and 
spiritual, the other physical and material. The one is 
infinitely superior to the other which by its very nature 
has an end. The force of the spirit is ever progressive 
and endless. Its full expression makes it unconquerable 
in the world. In saying this I know that I have said 
nothing new. I merely bear witness to the fact. What 
is more, the force resides in everybody, man, woman, 
and child, irrespective of the colour of the skin. Only 
in many it lies dormant. But it is capable of being awa- 
kened by judicious training. 

It is further to be observed that without the recog- 
nition of this truth and due effort to realize it, there is 
no escape from self-destruction. The remedy lies in every 
individual training himseif for self-expression in every 
walk of life, irrespective of response by the neighbours. 

Harijan, 10-2-1946 

Tt has been suggested by American friends that the 
atom bomb will bring in ahimsa (non-violence) as 
nothing else can, It will, if it is meant that its destructive 
power will so disgust the world that it will turn it away 
from violence for the time being. This is very like a 
man glutting himself with dainties to the point of nausea 
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and turning away from them only to return with re- 
doubled zeal after the effect of nausea is well over. 
Precisely in the same manner will the world return to 
violence with renewed zeal after the effect of disgust 
is worn out. 

Often does good come out of evil. But that is God’s, 
not man’s, plan. Man knows that only evil can come 
out of evil, as good out of good. 

That atomic energy, though harnessed by ‘American 
scientists and army men for destructive purposes, may 
be utilized by other scientists for humanitarian purposes, 
is undoubtedly within the realm of possibility. But that 
is not what was meant by my American friends. They 
were not so simple as to put a question which connoted 
an obvious truth. An incendiary uses fire for his des- 
tructive and nefarious purpose, a housewife makes daily 
use of it in preparing nourishing food for mankind. 

So far as I can see, the atomic bomb has deadened 
the finest feeling that has sustained mankind. for ages. 
There used to be the so-called laws of war which made 
it tolerable. Now we know the naked truth. War knows 
no law except that of might. The atom bomb brought 
an empty victory to the Allied arms, but it resulted for 
the time being in destroying the soul of Japan. What 
has happened to the soul of the destroying nation is yet 
too early to see. Forces of nature act in @ mysterious 
Manner. We can but solve the mystery by deducing 
the unknown result from the known results of similar 
events. A slave-holder cannot hold a slave without put- 
ting himself or his deputy in the cage holding the slave. 
“et no one run away with the idea that I a to put 
in a defence of Japanese misdeeds in pursuance of Japan 
unworthy ambition. The difference was only one o 
degree, T assume that Japan’s greed was more ROE: 
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But the greater unworthiness conferred no right on the 
less unworthy of destroying without mercy men, women 
and children of Japan in a particular area. 

The moral to be legitimately drawn from the 
supreme tragedy of the bomb is that it will not be 
destroyed by counter-bombs, even as violence cannot 
be by counter-violence. Mankind has to get out of vio- 
lence only through non-violence. Hatred can be over- 
come only by love. Counter-hatred Only increases the 
surface as well as the depth of hatred, I am aware that 
I am repeating what I have many times stated before 
and practised to the best of my ability and capacity. 
What I first stated was itself nothing new. It is as old 
as the hills. Only I recited no copy book maxim, but 
definitely announced what I believe in every fibre of 
my being. Sixty years of practice in various walks of 
life has only enriched the belief which the experience of 
friends has fortified. It is, however, the central truth 
by which one can stand alone without flinching. I 
believe in what Max Muller said years ago, namely, 
that truth needed to be repeated as long as there were: 
men who disbelieved it, 

Harijan, 7-7-1946 


I regard the employment of the atom bomb for 
the wholesale destruction of men, women and childrem 
as the most diabolical use of Science. 

Harijan, 29-9-1946 


CHAPTER 12 
PEACE BRIGADES 


Some time ago I suggested the formation of a 
Peace Brigade whose members would risk their lives 
in dealing with riots, especially communal. The idea 
was that this Brigade should substitute the police and 
even the military. This reads ambitious. The achieve- 
ment may prove impossible. Yet, if the Congress is to 
succeed in its non-violent struggle, it must develop the 
power to deal peacefully with such situations....Let us 
therefore see what qualifications a member of the con- 
templated Peace Brigade should possess: 

1. A member of the Peace Brigade must have a 
living faith in: non-violence. This is impossible without 
a living faith in God. A non-violent man can do nothing 
save by the power and grace of God. Without it he 
won’t have the courage to die without anger, without 
fear and without retaliation. Such courage comes from 
the belief that God sits in the hearts of all and that 
there should be no fear in the presence of God. The 
knowledge of the omnipresence of God also means res- 
pect for the lives of even those who may be called oppo- 
nents or goondas. This contemplated intervention is a 
process of stilling the fury of man when the brute in 
him gets the mastery over him. 

9. This messenger of peace must have equal re- 
gard for all the principal religions of the earth. Thus, 
if he is a Hindu, he will respect the other faiths current 
in India. He must therefore possess a knowledge of the 
general principles of the different faiths professed in 


the country. 
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3. Generally speaking this work of peace can only 
be done by local men in their own localities. 


4. The work can be done singly or in groups. 
Therefore no one need wait for companions. Never- 
theless one would naturally seek companions in one’s 
own locality and form a local Brigade. 


5. This messenger of peace will cultivate through 
personal service contacts with the people in his locality 
or chosen circle, so that when he appears to deal with 
ugly situations, he does not descend upon the members 
of a riotous assembly as an utter stranger liable to be 
looked upon as a suspect or an unwelcome visitor. 

6. Needless to say, a peace bringer must have a 
character beyond reproach and must be known for his 
strict impartiality. 

7. Generally there are previous warnings of com- 
ing storms. If these are known, the Peace Brigade will 
not wait till the conflagration breaks out but’ will try 
to handle the situation in anticipation. 

8. Whilst, if the movement spreads, it might be 
well if there are some whole-time workers, it is not 
absolutely necessary that there should be. The idea is 
to have as many good and true men and women as pos- 
sible. These can be had only if volunteers are drawn 
from those who are engaged in various walks of life but 
have leisure enough to cultivate friendly relations with 
the people living in their circle and otherwise possess 
the qualifications required of a member of the Peace 
Brigade. 


9. There should be a distinctive dress worn by the 
‘members of the contemplated Brigade so that in course 


of time they will be recognized without the slightest 
difficulty. 
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These are but general suggestions. Each centre can 
work out its own constitution on the basis here 
suggested. 

Harijan, 18-6-1938 

Ordinarily, the efficient running of a large volun- 
teer corps based on force implies the possibility of the 
use of force in the event of breach of discipline. In such 
bodies little or no stress is laid on a man’s character. 
Physique is the chief factor. The contrary must obtain 
in non-violent bodies in which character or soul force 
must mean everything and physique must take second 
place. It is difficult to find many such persons. That is 
why non-violent corps must be small, if they are to be 
efficient. Such Brigades may be scattered all over, there 
may be one each for a village or a mohalla. The mem- 
bers must know one another well. Each corps will select 
its own head. All the members will have the same status, 
but where everyone is doing the same work there must 
be one person under whose discipline all must come, 
or else the work will suffer. Where there are two or 
more Brigades the leaders must consult among them- 
selves and decide on a common line of action. In that 
way alone lies success. If non-violent volunteer corps 
are formed on the above lines, they can easily stop 
trouble. These corps will not require all the physical 
training given in akhadas, but a certain part of it will be 


necessary. 


One thing, however, should be common to members 


of all such organizations and that is implicit faith in 
God. He is the only companion and doer. Without 
faith in Him these Peace Brigades will be lifeless. By 
God, one must realize that 
h His strength. Such a man 

life. He will allow himself 


whatever name one calls 
one can only work throug 
will never take another's 
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if need be, to be killed and thereby live through his 
victory over death. 

The mind of the man in whose life the realization 
of this law has become a living reality will not be be- 
wildered in crisis. He will instinctively know the right 
way to act. 

In spite, however, of what I have said above I 
would like to give 'some rules culled from my own ex- 
perience ; 

1. A volunteer may not carry any weapons. 

2. The members of a corps must be easily recog- 
nizable. 

Every volunteer must carry bandages, scissors, 
needle and thread, surgical knife etc., for rendering 
first aid. 


4. He should know how to carry and remoye the 
wounded. 

5. He should know how to put out fires, how to 
enter a fire area without getting burnt, how to climb 
heights for rescue work and descend safely with or with- 
out his charge. 

6. He should be well acquainted with all the 
residents of his locality. This is a service in itself. 

7. He should recite Ramanama ceaselessly in his 
heart and persuade others who believe to do likewise. 

Man often repeats the name of God parrot-wise 
and expects fruit from so doing. The true seeker must 
have that living faith which will not only dispel the 
untruth of parrot-wise repetition from within him but 
also from the hearts of others. 

Harijan, 5-5-1946 


CHAPTER 13 
IMPERIALIST EXPLOITATION MUST END 


All activity for stopping war must prove fruitless 
so long as the causes of war are not understood and 
radically dealt with. Is not the prime cause of modern 
wars the inhuman race for exploitation of the so-called 
weaker races of the earth ? g 

Young India, 9-5-1929 

What is happening today is disregard of the law 
of non-violence and enthronement of violence as if it 
were an eternal law. The democracies, therefore, that 
we see at work in England, America and France are 
only so-called, because they are no less based on violence 
than Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy or even Soviet Russia. 
The only difference is that the violence of the last three 
is much better organized than that of the three demo- 
cratic powers. Nevertheless we see today a mad race 
for outdoing one another in the matter of armaments. 
And if, when the clash comes, as it is bound to come 
one day, the democracies win, they will do so only be- 
cause they will have the backing of their peoples who 
imagine that they have a voice in their own government, 
whereas in the other three cases the peoples might rebel 
against their own dictatorships. 

Harijan, 11-2-1939 ` 

I reiterate my conviction that there will be no peace 
for the Allits or the world unless they shed their belief 
in the efficacy of war and its accompanying terrible 
deception and fraud and are determined to hammer 
out real peace based on freedom and equality of all 
races and nations. Exploitation and domination of one 
nation over another can have no place in a world striving 


37 


38 NON-VIOLENT WAY TO WORLD PEACE 


to put an end to all wars. In such a world only, the 
militarily weaker nations will be free from the fear of 
intimidation or exploitation. 

From a Statement issued by Gandhiji on 17-4-1945 on the Conference 
of Allied diplomats which was being held then at San Francisco — 
The Bombay Chronicle, 18-4-1945. 


You want co-operation between nations for the 
salvaging of civilization. I want it too, but co-operation 
presupposes free nations worthy of co-operation.,..Other 
nations may tolerate today England’s imperialist policy 
and her exploitation of other nations, but they certainly 
do not appreciate it; and they would gladly help in the 
prevention of England becoming a greater and greater 
menace every day. 

Young India, 12-11-1931 


I do not regard England, or for that matter 
America, as free countries. They are free after their 
own fashion, free to hold in bondage coloured races of 
the earth. Are England and America fighting for the 
liberty of these races today? You shall not limit my 
concept of freedom. The English and American teach- 
ers, their history and their magnificent poetry have not 
said you shall not broaden the interpretation of freedom. 
And according to my interpretation of that freedom, I 
am constrained to say they are strangers to that freedom 
which their poets and teachers have described. If they 
will know the real freedom, they should come to India. 
They have to come not with pride or arrogance but in 
the spirit of earnest seekers of Truth. 

From Gandhiji’s Speech at the All India Congress Gommittee’s session 
held in Bombay on 8-8-1942 


x British pacifists have to live their lives in strict accord 
with the Sermon on the Mount, and they will find 


THE CHOICE BEFORE INDIA 39 


immediately that there is much to give up and much 
to remodel. The greatest thing that they have to deny 
themselves is the fruit of imperialism. The present 
complicated life of the Londoner and his high living is 
possible only because of the hoards brought from Asia, 
Africa and other parts of the world. 

Harijan, 15-3-1942 


CHAPTER 14 
THE CHOICE BEFORE INDIA 


India has to make her choice. She may try, if she 
wishes, the way of war and sink lower than she has.... 
If India can possibly gain her freedom by war, her state 
will be no better and will be probably much worse than 
that of France or England. 

But the way of peace is open to her. Her freedom 
is assured if she has patience. That way will be found 
to be the shortest even though it may appear to be the 
longest to our impatient nature. The way of peace 
insures internal growth and stability. We reject it be- 
cause we fancy that it involves submission to the will 
of the ruler who has imposed himself upon us. But the 
moment we realize that the imposition is only so called 
and that, through our unwillingness to suffer loss of life 
or property, we are party to the imposition, all we need 
do is to change that negative attitude of passive endorse- 
ment. The suffering to be undergone by the change 
will be nothing compared to the physical suffering and 
the moral loss we must incur in trying the way of war. 
And the sufferings of war harm both the parties. The 
sufferings in following the way of peace must benefit 
both. They will be like the pleasurable travail of a new 
birth. 
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The way of peace is the way of truth. Truthful- 
ness is even more important than peacefulness. Indeed, 
lying is the mother of violence. A truthful man cannot 
long remain violent. He will perceive in the course of 
his search that he has no need to be violent, and he will 
further discover that so long as there is the slightest trace 
of violence in him, he will fail to find the truth he is 
searching. 

Young India, 20-5-1926 

This I know that if India comes to her own demon- 
strably through non-violent means, India will never 
want to carry a vast army, an equally grand navy and 
a grander air force. If her self-consciousness rises to the 
height necessary to give her a non-violent victory in her 
fight for freedom, the world values will have changed 
and most of the paraphernalia of war would be found 
‘to be useless. Such an India may be a mere day-dream, 
a childish folly. But such in my opinion is undoubtedly 
the implication of an India becoming free through 
non-violence. 

Young India, 9-5-1929 


The fashion nowadays is to take for granted that 
whatever America and England are doing is good enough 
for us....War has become a matter of money and re- 
sourcefulness in inventing weapons of destruction. It 
is no longer a matter of personal bravery or endurance. 
To compass the destruction of men, women and children, 
it might be enough for me to press a button and drop 
poison on them in a second. Do we wish to copy this 
method of defending ourselves ? Even if we do, have 
we the financial ability ? We complain of ever-growing 
military expenditure. But if we would copy America 
or England, we would have to increase the burden ten- 
fold. 
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The nation cannot be kept on the non-violent path 
“by violence. It must grow from within to the state it 
may aspire to. The question, therefore, for us to consider 
is, “What is our immediate aspiration ?” Do we first 
want to copy the Western nations and then in the dim 
and distant future, after having gone through the agony, 
retrace our steps? Or do we want to strike out an 
original path, or rather retain what to me is our own 
predominantly peaceful path and therethrough win 
and assert our freedom ? 

Here there is no question of compromise with 
cowardice. Either we train and arm ourselves for des- 
truction, be it in self-defence, and in the process train 
for suffering too, or we merely prepare ourselves for 
suffering for defending the country or delivering it from 
domination. In either case bravery is indispensable. 
In the first case personal bravery is not of such impor- 
tance as in the second. In the second case too we shall 
perhaps never be able to do without violence altogether, 
But violence then will be subservient to non-violeace 
and will always be a diminishing factor in national life. 

At the present moment, though the national creed 
is non-violence, in thought and word at least, we seem 
to be drifting towards violence. Impatience pervades. 
the atmosphere. We are restrained from violence through 
our weakness. What is wanted is a deliberate giving 
up of violence out of strength. To be able to do this 
requires imagination coupled with a penetrating study 
of the world drift. Today the superficial glamour of the 
West dazzles us, and we mistake for progress the giddy 
dance which engages us from day to! day. We refuse to 
see that it is surely leading us to death. Above all we 
must recognize that to compete with the Western nations 

\ on their terms is to court suicide. Whereas if we realize 
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that notwithstanding the seeming supremacy of violence 
it is the moral force that governs the universe, we should 
train for non-violence with the fullest faith in its limitless 
possibilities. Everybody recognizes that if a non-violent 
atmosphere had been maintained in 1922, we could 
have completely gained our end. Even as it is, we had 
a striking demonstration of the efficacy of non-violence 
crude though it was, and the substance of Swaraj then 
gained has never been lost. The paralysing fear that 
had possessed the nation before the advent of Satyagraha 
has gone once for all. In my opinion, therefore, non- 
violence is a matter of patient training. If we are to be 
saved and are to make a substantial contribution to the 
world’s progress, ours must emphatically and predomi- 
nantly be the way of peace. 
Young India, 22-8-1929 


What policy the National Government will adopt 
I cannot say. I may not even survive it much as I would 
love to. If I do, I would advise the adoption of non- 
violence to the utmost extent possible and that will be 
India’s great contribution to the peace of the world and 
the establishment of a new world order. I expect that 
with the existence of so many martial races in India, all 
of whom will have a voice in the government of the day, 
the national policy will incline towards militarism of 
a modified character. I shall certainly hope that all the 
efforts...to show the efficacy of non-violence as a 
political force will not have gone in vain and a strong 
party representing true non-violence will exist in the 
country. 

Harijan, 21-6-1942 


CHAPTER 15 
INDIA’S MISSION 


If India takes up the doctrine of the sword, she 
may gain momentary victory. Then India will cease 
to be the pride of my heart. I am wedded to India because 
I owe my all to her. I believe absolutely that she has a 
mission for the world. She is not to copy Europe blindly. 
India’s acceptance of the doctrine of the sword will be 
the hour of my trial. I hope I shall not be found 
wanting. My religion has no geographical limits. If I 
have a living faith in it, it will transcend my love for 
India herself. My life is dedicated to service of India 
through the religion of non-violence. 

Young India, 11-8-1920 

India’s destiny lies not along the bloody way 
of the West, of which she shows signs of tiredness, but 
along the bloodless way of peace that comes from a 
simple and godly life. India is in danger of losing her 
soul. She cannot lose it and live. She must not therefore 
lazily and helplessly say, “I cannot escape the onrush 
from the West.” She must be strong enough to resist 
it for her own sake and that of the world. 

Young India, 7-10-1926 

I am humble enough to admit, that there is much 
that we can profitably assimilate from the West. Wisdom 
is no monopoly of one continent or one race. My resist- 
ance to Western civilization is really a resistance to its 
indiscriminate and thoughtless imitation based on the 
assumption that Asiatics are fit only to copy every 
thing that comes from the West. I do believe, that if 
India has patience enough to go through the fire 
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of suffering and to resist any unlawful encroachment 
upon its own civilization which, imperfect though it 
undoubtedly is, has hitherto stood the ravages of time, 
she can make a lasting contribution to the peace and 
solid progress of the world. 

Young India, 1 1-8-1927 


I venture to suggest, in all humility, that if India 
reaches her destiny through truth and non-violence, 
she will have made no small contribution to the world 
peace for which all the nations of the earth are thirsting 
and she would also have, in that case, made some slight 
return for the help that those nations have been freely 
giving to her. 

Young India, 12-3-1931 

When India becomes self-supporting, self-reliant, 
and proof against temptations and exploitation, she 
will cease to be the object of greedy attraction for any 
power in the West or the East and will then feel secure 
without having to carry the burden of expensive arma- 
ments. Her internal economy will be India’s strongest 
bulwark against aggression. 

Young India, 2-7-1931 

If I want freedom for my country, believe me, if 
I can possibly help it, I do not want that freedom in 
order that I, belonging to a nation which counts one- 
fifth of the human race, may exploit any other race 
upon earth, or any single individual. If I want that 
freedom for my country, I would not be deserving of 
that freedom if I did not cherish and treasure the equal 


right of every other race, weak or strong, to the same 
freedom. 


Young India, 1-10-1931 
I feel that India’s mission is different from that of 
others. India is fitted for the religious supremacy of 
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the world. There is no parallel in the world for the 
process of purification that this country has voluntarily 
undergone. India is less in need of steel weapons, it 
has fought with divine weapons, it can still do so. Other 
nations have been votaries of brute force....India can 
win all by soul force. History supplies numerous instances 
to prove that brute force is as nothing before soul force. 
Poets have sung about it and seers have described their 
experiences. 
Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 405, Edn. 1933 

India has an unbroken tradition of non-violence 
from times immemorial. But at no time in her ancient 
history, as far as I know it, has it had complete non- 
violence in action pervading the whole land. Never- 
theless, it is my unshakable belief that her destiny is 
to deliver the message of non-violence to mankind. It 
may take ages to come to fruition. But so far as I can 
judge, no other country will precede her in the fulfil- 
ment of that mission. 

Harijan, 12-10-1935 

bition is nothing less than to see interna- 


My am 
tional affairs placed on a moral basis through India’s 
efforts. 


Young India, 26-12-1924 
My ambition is much 
Through the deliverance of 
so-called weaker races of th 
heels of Western exploitation.. 
own will mean every nation 
Young India, 12-1-1928 


higher than independence. 
India, I seek to deliver the 
e earth from the crushing 
..India’s coming to her 
doing likewise. 


CHAPTER 16 
NATIONALISM V. INTERNATIONALISM 


For me patriotism is the same as humanity. I am 
patriotic because I am human and humane. It is not 
exclusive. I will not hurt England or Germany to serve 
India. Imperialism has no place in my scheme of life. 
The law of a patriot is not different from that of the 
patriarch. And a patriot is so much the less a patriot 
if he is a lukewarm humanitarian. There is no conflict 
between private and political law. 

Young India, 16-3-1921 


It is impossible for one to be internationalist without 
being a nationalist. Internationalism is possible only 
when nationalism becomes a fact, ie. when peoples 
belonging to different countries have organized them- 
selves and are able to act as one man. It is not nationa- 
lism that is evil, it is the narrowness, selfishness, exclu- 
siveness which is the bane of modern nations which is 
evil. Each wants to profit at the expense of, and rise 
on, the ruin of the other. Indian nationalism has 
struck a different path. It wants to organize itself or 
to find full self-expression for the benefit and service 
of humanity at large. 

Young India, 18-6-1925 


My mission is not merely brotherhood of Indian 
humanity. My mission is not merely freedom of India, 
though today it undoubtedly engrosses practically the 
whole of my life and the whole of my time. But through 
realization of freedom of India I hope to realize and 
carry on the mission of the brotherhood of man. My 
patriotism is not an exclusive thing. It is all-embracing 
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and I should reject that patriotism which sought to 
mount upon the distress or the exploitation of other 
nationalities. The conception of my patriotism is nothing 
if it is not always, in every case without exception, con- 
sistent with the broadest good of humanity at large. 
Not only that, but my religion and my patriotism 
derived from my religion embrace all life. I want to 
realize brotherhood’ or identity not merely with the 
beings called human, but I want to realize identity 
with all life, even with such beings as crawl on earth. 
I want, if I don’t give you a shock, to realize identity 
with even the crawling things upon earth, because we 
claim descent from the same God, and that being so, 
all life in whatever form it appears must be essentially 
one. 

Young India, 4-4-1929 

Our nationalism can be no peril to other nations 

inasmuch as we will exploit none just as we will allow 
none to exploit us. Through Swaraj we would serve 
the whole world. 

Young India, 16-4-1931 

Just as the cult of patriotism teaches us today 

that the individual has to die for the family, the family 
has to die for the village, the village for the district, the 
district for the province, and the province for the country, 
even so a country has to be free in order that it may 
die, if necessary, for the benefit of the world. My love, 
therefore, of nationalism or my idea of nationalism is 
that my country may become free, that if need be the 
whole of the country may dic, so that the human race 
may live. There is no room for race hatred there. Let 
that be our nationalism. 

Gandhiji in Indian Villages, p 170 


CHAPTER 17 
MESSAGE OF THE EAST 


I feel in the inmost recesses of my heart...that the 
world is sick unto death of blood-spilling. The world is 
secking a way out, and I flatter myself with the belief 
that perhaps it will be the privilege of the ancient land 
of India to show that way out to the hungering world. 

India’s Case for Swaraj, p. 209 

If India fails, Asia dies. It has been aptly called 
the nursery of many blended cultures and civilizations. 
Let India be and remain the hope of all the exploited 
races of the earth, whether in Asia, Africa or in any part 
of the world. 

Delhi Diary, p. 31 

[In the course of his address to the concluding session of the 
Inter-Asian Relations Conference held at Delhi on 2-4-1947 
Mahatma Gandhi, stating that the wisdom had come to the 
West from the East, remarked as follows: ] 

The first of these wise men was Zoroaster. He 
belonged to the East. He was followed by Buddha who 
belonged to the East — India. Who followed Buddha ? 
Jesus, who came from the East. Before Jesus was Moses 
who belonged to Palestine though he was born in 
Egypt. After Jesus came Mohammad. I omit any refe- 
rence to Krishna and Rama and other lights. I do not 
call them lesser lights, but they are less known to the 
literary world. All the same I do not know a single 
person in the world to match these men of Asia, And 
then what happened? Christianity became disfigured 
when it went to the West. I am sorry to have to say that. 
I would not talk any further....What I want you to 
understand is the message of Asia. It is not to be learnt 
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through the Western spectacles or by imitating the 
atom bomb. If you want to give a message to the West, 
it must be the message of love and the message of truth.... 
In this age of democracy, in this age of awakening of 
the poorest of the poor, you can redeliver this message 
with the greatest emphasis. You will complete the 
conquest of the West not through vengeance because 
you have been exploited, but with real understanding. 
I am sanguine if all of you put your hearts together — 
not merely heads—to understand the secret of the 
message these wise men of the East have left to us, and 
if we really become worthy of that great message, the 
conquest of the West will be completed. This conquest 
will be loved by the West itself. The West today is pining 
for wisdom. It is despairing of a multiplication of the 
atom bombs, because atom bombs mean utter destruc- 
tion not merely of the West but of the whole world, as 
if the prophecy of the Bible is going to be fulfilled and 
there is to be a perfect deluge. It is up to you to tell the 
world of its wickedness and sin —that is the heritage 
your teachers and my teachers have taught Asia. 
Harijan, 20-4-1947 


CHAPTER 18 
THE WORLD OF TOMORROW 


Perhaps never before has there been so much 
speculation about the future as there is today, Will 
our world always be one of violence? Will there always 
be poverty, starvation, misery? Will we have a firmer 
and wide belief in religion, or will the world: be godless ? 
If there is to be a great change in society, how will that 
change be wrought? By war, or revolution? Or will 
it come peacefully? 
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Different men give different answers to these ques- 
tions, each man drawing the plan of tomorrow’s world 
as he hopes and wishes it to be. I answer not only out 
of belief but out of conviction. The world of tomorrow 
will be, must be, a society based on non-violence. That 
is the first law; out of it all other blessings will flow. 
It may seem a distant goal, an impractical Utopia. 
But it is not in the least unobtainable, since it can be 
worked for here and now. An individual can adopt the 
way of life of the future—the non-violent way — 
without having to wait for others to do so. And if an 
individual can do it, cannot whole groups of indivi- 
duals? Whole nations? Men often hesitate to make a 
beginning, because they feel that the objective cannot 
be achieved in its entirety. This attitude of mind is 
preciscly our greatest obstacle to progress—an obstacle 
that each man, if he only wills it, can clear away. 


Equal distribution —the second great law of 
tomorrow’s world as I see it—grows out of non-violence. 
It implies not that the world’s goods shall be arbitrarily 
divided up but that each man shail haye the where- 
withal to supply his natural needs, no more. As a crude 
example, if one man requires a quarter-pound of 
flour per week and another needs five pounds, each 
should not be given arbitrarily a quarter-pound, or 
five pounds; both should be able to satisfy their wants. 


Here we come to perhaps the most vital question 
connected with the shaping of tomorrow’s world. How 
is this equal distribution to be brought about? Must 
the wealthy be dispossessed of all their holdings ? 


Non-violence answers no. Nothing that is violent 
can be of lasting benefit to mankind. Forcible dispos- 
session would deprive society of many great gifts; the 


THE WORLD OF TOMORROW 51 


wealthy man knows how to ‘create and build, his abili- 
ties must not be Jost. Instead, he must be left in posses- 
sion of his wealth so that he may use what he reason- 
ably requires for his personal needs and act as trustee 
for the remainder, to be expended for the ‘benefit 
of society. There have been and are such men. To my 
mind, as soon as a man looks upon himself as a servant 
of society, earns for its sake, spends for its sake, then 
his earnings are good and his business venture is con- 
structive. 

But does not this whole idea of non-violence imply 
a change in human nature? And does history at any 
time record such a change? Emphatically it does. Many 
a nindividual has turned from the mean, personal, 
acquisitive point of view to one that sees society as a 
whole and works for its benefit. If there has been such 
a change in one man, there can be the same change 
in many. = 

I see no poverty in the world of tomorrow, no wars, 
no revolutions, no bloodshed. And in that world there 
will be a faith in God greater and deeper than ever 
in the past. The very existence of the world, in a 
broad sense, depends on religion. All attempts to 
root it out will fail. 

Condensed from the ‘Liberty’ 
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